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more primitive matter enormously to the
scheme, for they are the bulk of the popu-
lation of India. How they are to be first
really interested in the constitutional
scheme and then persuaded to play their
part in it, I do not know.
Always you are to remember that these
are people who for two thousand years
have been habituated to allowing new
powers to pass over them. They have
known anarchy, and they have known
fiercely efficient tyrannies, but never one
that endured. It has seemed the part of
wisdom to them to bow instantly to any
& facto authority, lest worse befall them,
and to wait for the passing of oppression
without expecting much relief under what
succeeds it. So long as the simple essen-
tials of village life are untouched, the rest
can be left to contending authorities far
over their heads.
I suppose in time even the Indian
peasant wfll be made what the late Mr.
Montagu used to call" politically minded,"
and I daresay that if India does not